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Surgeon 





A doctor who is part of the army. Their exact position and role within the 
alitary vary by country and era, but in the Imperial Japanese Army, surgeons 
Wed various units in the Medical Department such as rear support and army 
‘administration. 
\ There were other medics in the Medical Department, but they were mainly 
Standard personnel taken from other arms of service, and there was a world 
‘of difference between how they and surgeons, who had been trained as doctors, 
"were treated. All surgeons had to be counted as officers, so none of them had 
@ rank lower than second lieutenant. Medics, meanwhile, could rank as low 
@s a private or as high as a major, so it was still possible to work your way 
up in that position. 

Surgeons were treated well, but being an active-duty officer meant giving 
your life to the army, and the demand for surgeons couldn't be met with 
volunteers alone. For that reason, a call went out for reserve surgeons who 
could go back to civilian life after military duty. As the war started to grow 
ever more dire, surgeons who didn’t volunteer in the reserve system could 
‘end up being drafted as medics, so the majority of doctors who fit the criteria 
V ended up volunteering. 

Surgeons are assigned in various ways: to field hospitals, to the medical 
Units attached to divisions, or as a surgeon built into the command structure 
of a battalion. The surgeon in this chapter is one such battalion surgeon. 
General von Zettour may have assigned the 203" Battalion a woman doctor out 
of consideration for their young female commander, Major von Degurechaff. 


Potato 


Tasty when boiled, baked, fried, mashed, or in soup, potatoes can be said to 
be the Reich’s national food. They have a relatively long shelf life, and in a cold 
climate like the Empire’s, they probably keep for about three months. Still, 
Attention must be paid to how they are stored; moisture will easily cause them 
to rot, and on top of that, the solanine and chaconine found in their sprouts 
and skin often result in food poisoning for their unfortunate victims. 

Since photosynthesis occurs when their skins are exposed to the sun, 

Which is what creates these poisons, it’s best to store them in a cool, dark 
place. Keeping the temperature around five degrees Celsius also curbs sprout 
_ growth. The skins of small, green potatoes are particularly likely to contain 
"Poison, so ideally, one should try not to eat too many of them. However, on the 
battlefield, where supplies are always tight, it’s a genuine challenge to manage 
‘the right balance of freshness, storage, and quality. 
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Food Poisoning 





The umbrella term for the diarrhea, vomiting, fever, nerve damage, and 

© other poisoning symptoms caused by bad food or drink. The causes can 

vary considerably—bacteria, viruses, artificial chemicals, natural poisons, 

parasites—but usually, any illness brought on via eating or drinking something 

is called “food poisoning.” Among them, botulism and E. coli are particularly 
Serious and can kill even adults. 

As for what kind of poisoning can occur with potatoes, solanine poisoning, as 
introduced in the previous entry, is one possibility. Heating doesn’t effectively 
reduce the amount of solanine present, and once poisoned, a person’s 
Symptoms can include up to and beyond rapid heartbeat, headache, vorniting, 
gastritis, and diarrhea. It’s unclear whether Warrant Officer Kahteijanen’s 
symptoms are the result of solanine poisoning or not, but severe cases cause 
low blood pressure and neurological problems that can result in coma and 
death. Mp 


Painfully jealous of those protagonists of gourmet manga 


Major von Degurechaff may have made this comment, but she’s secretly 
the protagonist of a gourmet manga where she enjoys all sorts of foods. For 
details, see the spin-off manga, The Canteen of Tanya the Evil. 


Thunderbolt 


The U.S. Air Force’s A-10 attack aircraft that went into service in 1977. 

It specializes in air-to-ground attacks, and when it first went into service, 
it was considered useless compared to the more versatile F-16 fighter plane 
that had been developed around the same time. When it was deployed in 1991 
for the Gulf War, however, it got the chance to show off its true potential. It 
destroyed around a thousand tanks, about a thousand artillery positions, and 
about fifty anti-aircraft firing positions, giving it a reputation as the most 
powerful attack aircraft. 

Of particular note is its durability. Its cockpit, known as a “bathtub,” can 
Withstand 23 mm armor-piercing rounds, and its redundant hydraulic flight 

)) systems means that it can lose one engine or an outer wing and still make it 
back to base. Its toughness is practically the stuff of legend: One plane took 
384 rounds but still made it back to base and was ready for its next mission 
‘a few days later, while another lost an engine but was flying so normally, the 
Pilot didn't even notice. About 120 American pilots died in the Gulf War, but 
"the vast majority were flying the F-16s that had been more popular before this 
war, Only one A-10 pilot died. The cause was food poisoning, which prompted 
one pilot to (perhaps apocryphally) say that even a veteran can’t beat food 

| poisoning. 





